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there wag =« well founded balim;' that if horses afflic‘ta;l Wiﬁh t,h.
'8 ere |

ffection of the skin in the fétlock, were watered, and‘thgii f,gt
an a Lot gt

Spcratches
hat they would be cured, and it was the custom to br&

gashed in this little stream y ¢

yorses there from the surrounding Levels cqmmunity,_ |
0 s Tk

In the tourist day that is coming it will be the regular thing to. halt _jt:ho car at

this pointisand the viditors will walk some three hundred yards and climb the

jeclivity that brings them near the top of the cliff and inﬂppct the cave.

-4 will also afford them the boon of the finest drinking water, as cool and clear

sc is to be obtained in this world of ours .

] have never seen a cave that was so well suited for a habitation as this one

T
On climbing fhe level of the opening first 1s found a smooth platform sort of place

perhaps thirty by forty feet i'n size. Next is a great roof or portico which shelters
wilch shellers a large portion of this irpace , with an outcurving roof perhaps ten
eet nigh. Then in the wall is a room about six feet wide and ten feet deep, with a

‘ow ceiling . A fire across the openingwould keep this little retreat comfortable

- %he coldest weather. Back in this room is an opening of unknown dimensions but

extending well back into the cliff. It is very dark there and"would not be suitablk

pisce for living rooms but would be an ideal place to store food and supplies

—y
-y - B W enr v

reom 1e fitted with a level floor , and being open to the outer air is in

ol N & 4 . I'
¥ ',inéh‘#igrg n i : . - .
ow wilhouta particle of flxlngkto afford a comfottable place to sleep
& :"‘#':_ t 'l! - ?'pri 1 4' B - -
eiter. Mo siream iesues from this cave » and there is no current of air

it 10 N 14 ! C : )
8 eal place for camping and is one of the sights of the County

*# JOU nave occasion to visit it, follow the path ©of~up by an old abanded

t:,«:“._..l_ TP Th 51 ae - | .
§ ® piace is Dr, H. W. Mc Neels fard v the top of the cliff being the

s ity Lins hbaet ¥
Svwean his farm and that of F. W. Ruckman land, Perhaps if you g0 .

yeu will be on the
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reat pos;ibilitiou in that little cove which has na‘t. 'boan mueh .

' I't. has been ta.lked of as a place to grow water aroﬁﬁ -i;

;!'?;su

JLSQ ] sed

' th‘n . 'aﬁt. plac. B0 fll".

f
- ; Lok aal voNS slight gffor'b to ‘branaplant wild cranburriea :Lnto “l'.ho bog
“a there '

. Ghg b in ek UD the /otd¥ every side is rich farm land but the cove
pnrt J |

been unused except for some indifferent pasture, which in a aactn.op so solidly _
has b

With very little work there could be a little

bplue grass has not been much esteemed

yake fomed here of clear pure water. It would be surrounded by beautiful grassy

<hores and bestling crags would overlook it, there you would have grass, water,

and a precipice in close harmony, and 1t would be one of the beauty spots of ¥est-

]

virginia. The highway would skirt one side of the park , and Stephen Sewells everlastig

house would look down on it, It would be just the right distance , eight miles, to

=ake an attraction for the town of l'arlinton , and it would be an objective for |

!F

|
2
=

drives from Lewisburg , Roncev'ez*ta, Wnite Sulphur Springs, and Hot SpringsVirginia,
I have been weighing the somewhat slight svidehce that has been left of

of the pioneer OStephen Sewell. He cume here with Jacob Marlin in the seventeen-forties

o9th of them long hunters . I an now :_'Lnfomed n;{;{ by competent auth.ori‘ty , -

'

%, Soyd B. Stutler, - the historian, that long hunter is not a Bynoﬁfm of a tall man

¥y @

*4% wzg a2 Temm 1o distinguish the professional hunter, who crossed 1n1:o the forbidden

:.3':1'_{ - " ‘+ﬁ m | | s ¥
cgyand e mountains for months_ hs‘tay_ »- 8s compared with those-who took a week

®c for the purpose of providing their winter meat,
e owes nis feame like Varlin and every other notable to the fact that his

%0 pri | ]
%0 print and was preserved that way. Owing to this fact he and Marlin

“&¥e come to be {4 Englsi
¢ iiretl English settlers of the Mississippi valley. Their permanent

SRR wae where ih | !
$re the twwn of Marlinton is located and where they were found by General

WETew Levis.,  yar) UL
Ain survived the French and Indian war, and lived to the end of
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4 tree dwelling were®e located i n the narrow pass through whtch

Ro th the cabin an

through to reach the Greenbrier River. This stream flows bet
B b : 3 - -

apps creek break
or headland mar&ng the
and the other a spur of Marlin Mountain, These

it cate way to the great Knapps Creek o«

and it is now proposed to name them Iary and

«1jzabeth, after glizabeth Dunlap, and Mary Vance W_arwick._

The people of this county have specialized on the name of lMarlin, and have

\1owed the people in a distant part of the State to use the name-of Sewell. Thus
gl 10V Ay . _ - .

ceyell is remembered by Big and Little Sewell Mountailn, Sewell Creek, Sewall Valley,

she town of Sewell, and one of the measures of coal of the New River section, known

ss the Sewell seam.

Lt is the common belief btiaséd upon a tradition, that Stephen Sewell left
were . and moved to Sewell Creek which flows into 't.he_G_aulay River , and that he was
there killed by the Indians . As a defender of 'traditio_n, I am sorry to say that I

have come to the conclusion that S'tep_hen Sewell never lived farther west than the

Run
cave at the gg_p{ihat bears his name in Pocahontas County, near Millpoint.

That he lived on the waters of Gauley 1s due to a statement prepared by
51, John Steart , tne grand old man of Greenbrier County, in the year c;f 1798, And
it ie besedon hie report that Sewell mo ved for_ty miles farther' west and li:ved on a
38t bears hie name ., It is not at alll likely that Sewell liypd oana{.li_l.ey
"% peint seet of the Greenbrier valley prior to 1756 . David"I‘ygart had to leave

8 nesrvy walley of Tygarts Valley River in 1754, and he is undoubtedly the origi-

 #e%%ler west of the long intervening valley of the Greenbrier.

AL he same time |, 4t i probable thatSewell ranged widely and Sewell Creek

\ T Hee been nmed for hin . But we have definite history of the time and place

ht ’:f‘u? .

1Y ccourred on the 111th duy o Beptember 1756, on Jacksons Ri ver,

**: jj‘:za: '* a

Ty Yery 2B & o |
‘% 4750, pe. Thomas WValker , and explorer towards Xentucky

W ;
& g 4 :
'l-‘tt-_,_ i___.ﬁ

“reesbrier River at the mouth of Anthonys Creek and noted that he had

¢ WRLle settlmments Higher up on the river .
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i to people 1iving at or near the mouth of Knapps Creek .
rred to

‘:".{ e 'S0 fe | ‘ ¢ th
the Lewises were settling whites on the lands sul” vay ou IOF ek
o next year |
y The war clouds began to gather in_1753 AN i oo

ffunbriar Copany .
by the Miaai_aaippi ;o
Govenor Dinwiddie in 1753 sent George yashington

pursuance of this claim they commenced the
yand drained |

) timatum to the French to abandon their claim to Fort Duquesne, to which the
gith an u ima :

washingtom fought a losing campaign ,and reached some

French gave o heed, In 1754

o called the @reat dieadows or Fort Hecaasity,

azreerent with the French at 2 plac

L,ater in that year the Indlans killed the_Filoa

~aar Brownsville Pennsyl vanlia,

remily at Beverly, the first settlers to be massacred by the Indians in the Fronch
sni Indian War. The next year tine settlers on the frqntirer fal_jt reasonably safe

sila Braddock was forming his army but.even before his defeat in_ july, 1755, the

Tmiians wers killing on.the Holston River and on the head waters of the New River

= i e

e firet aoffect of Braddocks defeat in this section occu_rrad _ju_s‘t gbouh a mon‘th after
“na%t “ime when the Indians appeared at the mouth of Knapps Creek and killed twel ve
persons and took eizht prisoners . This raid ended the h,Q_SI_'t-‘ili't-?'-GB for the__year 1_75_5-
ut in ?e'nrﬁary and March 1756 they broke out again. This wasx cagsed largely by
snforiunate expedition expedition led by Gen Andrew Lewis in the wiater of 1755-56
tfainetl tne Ohio Indians, he marched an army of 418 men clear across the State of West

fifginin % stirike the Indians in their towns on the Ohio. It is called the Sandy Creek

wisEe . LY resulted in disaster and the men suffered from want of food and from
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